
Walking tour of Fairfields, Western Expansion Area: June 2016 
 
On a very wet and rainy Monday in early June, 29 people braved the weather and headed out for                   
guided tours of Fairfields in the Western Expansion Area (WEA). The WEA is Milton Keynes’ largest                
new development, and once complete, will have around 6500 homes as well as new schools, local                
centres, green space and community facilities. 
 
The group included new residents living in Fairfields, as well as residents of the wider MK, and                 
representatives from local voluntary and community sector including Parish Councils, MK Springers,            
Girl Guiding and youth services. 
 
The tours were kindly led by Rob Bellamy, Project Manager from Barratt Northampton who provided               
attendees with lots of information about the site and future development plans. 

 
Top left: Timber frame houses under construction 

Top right: Fairfields Primary School under construction 
Bottom: Our tour exploring the early part of ‘City Street’, one of the main roads through the WEA 

 
The walks took us around an area of the site built by Barratt and David Wilson which is already                   
occupied by new residents. We then headed down to the Fairfields Primary School which will be                
opened in 2017, and along part of the City Street which is under construction. We finished up in the                   
Barratt Marketing Suite where we were able to look at plans for the whole site and get an idea of the                     
scale and timetable for the development.  



17 people attended the morning tour (in the rain!) and 12 people attended the afternoon tour.  
 
All attendees agreed or strongly agreed that the tour had helped to develop their knowledge and                
understanding of plans for the WEA. 
 
The most memorable things attendees learnt were: 

● The vast scale of the development, and the extensive planning required to deliver the project               
(once complete Fairfields will cover 123ha, consisting of around 2200 dwellings) 

● The process involved in the development of plans for the site, and the range and number of                 
agencies involved in planning and construction 

● The different types of construction happening, and the speed at which the development goes              
up 

● The environmental impact of the area - from insulation levels to solar PV, to water and                
drainage plans 

● The future plans for services for local people - including schools, community centres, and              
shops 

 
Attendees identified actions they would take as a result of the tour. These included: 

● Sharing information with other residents, community groups and agencies 
● Contacting agencies about different aspects of the site - from road crossings across the V4 to                

redway access and rights of way 
● Exploring the demographics of the area to provide appropriate services to support residents 
● Keeping an eye on future plans and attending future walks! 

 
Attendees felt the most useful parts of the tour were: 

● The narrative provided by Barratt - being able to get answers to questions they had and                
knowing there was a point of contact for the future 

● Seeing the development to get a sense of scale and a better understanding of future plans 
● Exploring how this new development fitted in with existing areas, and how new residents              

could be supported to integrate into MK 
 
A big thank you to Rob from Barratt Northampton for his time and expert knowledge, and to all the                   
attendees who braved the weather to come along! Thanks also to Costain Carillion Joint Venture for                
lending us hard hats and hi viz jackets! 
 
If you would like to know more about the growth of MK, please get in touch with Hannah at                   
Community Action: MK - 01908 661623 or email Hannah@CommunityActionMK.org. 
 
 

  
 

Community Action: MK is a registered charity, funded to provide support to the new communities of Milton Keynes. Our aim 
is to support residents and voluntary groups to take a more active role in their neighbourhood and build strong and 

sustainable communities. To find out more about our work please visit our website 
https://communityactionmk.org/projects/expansion-mk/  

mailto:Hannah@CommunityActionMK.org
https://communityactionmk.org/projects/expansion-mk/

